EPA cites Columbia Gas for drilling leak under
Olentangy River
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iy eono s e Wie were concermed it
Because of a » material caled bentonite, jo Environmental Pratection Agency order would fill in e
Columbia Gas of Ohio 1 stop drilling under the Olentangy River in Liberty Townsfip. (spaces in msg::n‘;f:‘nd

. gravel) on the river bed,
The EPA Issued  "natice of violation” 1o Columbia Gas “Tor itegal discharge of driling fluids directly potentially suffocating
o the Olentangy River. The drscharge, EPA s, thveatens mussels in the river. some of the mussels in that
area

Cohamibia 5aid bentonite is a natural clay used in @riling to ubricate the path of the drill. The material

saeped through fractures in the shale ientangy River bed as Columbia Gas contractars drided a path 3
undermeath for @ 20-inch natural gas distributicn pipeline, EPA said. Harry Kallipolitis
Marry Kallipolitis of the EPA said it's common for bentonite to escape through fractures in the ground, EPA employee
an occurrence called 8 “frac out.”

But Kallipostis said P had never seen a “frac out” occur in underwater drilling, only In cry land driling, and called the incigent 2 “worst-case
scenaria” for leaking bentonite.
When berionite gets wet, it swolls, sealing any pores,” saii Columbia Gas spokesperscn Steve Jablonsk, who added the problem wiss

by the eampany’s environmental ingpector.

Kalligaiitis 33 because of ts sealant properties, bentonit poses a danger mainly to some small mallusks.

e were concerned It would fi in some of the (spaces in the sand and graved) on the river bed, patentialy suffocating some of the mussels
n that area,” he said, The Olentangy River between Orange Road and Home Road is bemg monitored in particular, he said.

To mawe the bentonite out of the anea, Kaligoltis salg, "We coordinated a release (of water) with the Delaware Darn. The first plan of attack
wias 1o flush it out.”

Kallipoitis said the Orio EPA had Yet 1o confirm whether the bentonite was “flushad out” of the area, because water conditions have not
permitted further chservation.

to alleviate further releases of bentonite to the EPA for approval, Kallipolits said, before continuing any

Coiurmtia Gas must subma a plan
e reviewed by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources and the Army Corps of

diling under the river, He said the plans 2iso must
Engineers.

Joblonski said the company is considering setting up "concreke risers” i the area where bentonie i used, so any potentialy leaking

bentonite can be "swept up” before it travels dowrnstream.
Sand bags also have considered for the same purpose, he sakd, while a proposal to erect a temporaey, infiatable dam was rejected

Kallipolitis £5id Columia Gas contractors have reported bout 38,000 gallons of lost drifing flid - 3 mbxure of water and bentonite. Some of
the leakage did not occur in the Olentangy River, he noted.

::a?;:lrc‘]:’tai?fg it;jab?;rggfe Lrl:eccije;'n tgﬂe_| ?d?notfalngy Rive_r, ::ontractors also have drilled under the Hoover Reservoir for the project. Boring under
aying pipeline, Kallipolitis sai i i i -
bl il g pip , Kallipolitis said, and is less disruptive than other methods, such as cutting into the river

If plans go forward, Jablonski said he expects the entire 25-mile distributi e )
completed in January or February. mile distribution pipeline project - called the North Columbus Loop - will be

'What we |ea=|\|' needed to do was to make sure we have en gh capaci to r m
" e enou iz .
t Il of th" Jat i said : . tV serve ou EX‘S{I“Q customers in southern Delaware County and

The pipeii : | ;
e pipeline, which has been in the works for over a decade, will stretch from Harlem Road on the east to Liberty Township on the west



