Long-forgotten
city neighborhood
reclaims its identity

By Martin Rozenman
THE DOLUMBNIS DISARICH

You've probably heard of Clin
tonville, German Village and the
Short North.

How about Olde North Colum-
bus?

The name usually elicits blank
stares, but advocates hope that will
soon change.

Yesterday, two arches were
erected on N, High Street to mark
the nelghborhood — between
Ohio State University and the
North Side neighborhood of Cli
tonville. One arch is just south of
North Street, the other just north
of Lane Avenue.

“You see what (improvements)
did for the Short Nerth,” said Tom
Wildman, director of the Olde
North Columbus Preservation
Society and a representative of the
University Area Commission, “It's
going to give an identity back to
the neighborhood.”

The arches, whieh are o be
lighted before Christmas with
funding from the preservat
society, are similay to 17 in the
Short North.

“They are part of a $15.8 million
praject that alse includes storm
sewers, water lines, new pave-
ment, sidewalks, bike racks, street-
lights and trees. Wildman said the
city set aside $280,000 for the
arches when the project was dis-
cussed in 2000.

The 10-block street project likely
will be finished in the next couple
of weeks, Wild) id, so the
orange barrels will disappear.

North Columbus was establish-
ed as a eity unto iself in 1842,

Two arches, similar 1o those in the Short North neighborheod, are goin
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up at the boundaries of Olde North

‘Columbus along N, High Street — Lane Avenue on the south and North Sireet ox the north,

| nperated on the
Olentangy River at North Street.
~Ohio State wasa bypro
the agricultural business sur-
rounding the mill,” Wildman
Later, a brick factory on th
of what became North High School
helped spur residential growth, he
said. "1 onville was an exten
sion of North Columbus.”
But Nerth Columbus was an-
nexed into Columbus in the late
18705, Wildman said, then forget-

prosperous 1

“You see what (improvements)
did for the Short North. It's
going to give an identity back
to the neighborhood.”
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lifke for its 8,000 residents.
We're trying to differentiate the
area from north campus,” Golding
idd. “Wee do have a lot of students
rea, but it’s a very

he makeover, one prob-
ns for establishing an
he signs on them say
rth Columbus, not “Olde.”
ing in the

The “Old” on the arches is
supposed to be changed to
“Olde” to reflect the spell-
ing in use in the 1800s.
when the area, then called
North Columbus, was its
own thriving city. The plan
s 10 have the arches light-
ed by Christmas.
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