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Waterfall at Big Run Preserve. Photo by Preservation Parks.

Olentangy Water Trail in Columbus

On November 19, the Columbus City Council passed a resolution to designate a Water Trail on
the Olentangy River from Kenney Park to the confluence with the Scioto River. Council Member
Priscilla Tyson sponsored the resolution.

The creation of a Water Trail has long been one of FLOW'’s priorities because it will increase
recreational opportunities along the river and allow the residents of Central Ohio to experience
the natural beauty and historic sites of the Olentangy. Plans include four to five public access
points for canoes and kayaks as well as warning signs and portage trails around hazardous
lowhead dams.

FLOW staff and volunteers have teamed up with the Columbus Department of Recreation and
Parks to seek funding for the improvements and to create a map and brochure that will be
available to the public. A formal dedication ceremony is anticipated later this year. Be on the
lookout for details in future issues of Information FLOW.
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FLOW Calendar of Events, Meetings, and
Volunteer Opportunities: Spring 2008

All times and dates are subject to change. Please confirm time, date, and location by calling our
office at 614-267-3386 or on our website at www.olentangywatershed.org

Vernal Pool Study at Stratford Ecological Center - March 28
Starting one hour after sunset (about 8 PM) at 303 Liberty Rd., Delaware, Ohio 43015.

Vernal pools provide breeding and feeding grounds for creatures like salamanders and frogs that could not survive in open water.
You can volunteer for Stratford Ecological Center’s vernal pool monitoring, which is part of a statewide program. Each month
volunteers listen to a recording of frog calls before venturing out. Flashlights in hand, we'll hike to the edge of the swamp. Then,
lightless, we'll listen quietly for mating calls. Some months the sound is intense; other months we hear only distant calls. Then the
salamander hunt begins! What an exciting adventure, searching the dark swamp, flashlights in hand, for any signs of movement!
Bring the whole family on this late-night adventure! Be sure to bring flashlights and wear rubber boots or shoes that you don't
mind getting wet. Free and open to the public. Please call or e-mail so we’ll know how many to expect.

Tree Planting Clinton-Como Park - April 5
301 W. Pacemont, Columbus OH 43202 - 9 AM to 12 PM.
Join us for a volunteer workday to fulfill one of the recommendations of FLOW’s Watershed Action Plan by planting native

trees along the Olentangy in Como Park. Sponsored by the Battelle Rivers and Streams Beautification Team. Contact FLOW for
more details.

Annual Spring Plant Walk - April 20
2 PM at the Nature Center at Highbanks Metro Park
Highbanks Naturalist Susan Jervey and fern expert Brian Gara will guide us on a tour to learn about the wildflowers and ferns

that appear in our watershed in the spring. Wear comfortable shoes and appropriate clothing. Cosponsored by Friends of the
Ravines and FLOW. Free and open to the public.

Earth Day 2008 - April 26

8 AM to 11 PM, volunteer activities — 12 PM to 7 PM, celebration in Goodale Park

Take part in Central Ohio’s Earth Day 2008 Celebration! In the morning, 2500 volunteers from many organizations will make

a difference at sites all over Central Ohio. FLOW volunteers will remove invasive honeysuckle in Park Boulevard Park along

Rush Run, and at other sites as time and volunteer numbers allow. With the honeysuckle gone, native wildflowers will again

bloom along the stream banks. Then, in the afternoon, you are invited to join the fun at the Earth Day celebration at Goodale Park.
Please contact us for details if you'd like to volunteer with FLOW.

Garlic Mustard Pull at Rush Run Park - May 17 1to4Pm

Garlic mustard represents a threat to our native wildlife (see article on page 2). Please join us to remove this invasive plant
from the banks of Rush Run. Contact FLOW for details.

Training for New Hellgrammite Stream Quality Monitoring
Volunteers - May 29

6:30 to 9 PM at the Streamside Education Center of Highbanks Metro Park

FLOW’s “Hellgrammite” volunteers monitor the insects and other small creatures that live in the waters of the Olentangy to get
a good picture of the stream’s health over time and to alert us to potential problems. No previous experience is necessary to
become a volunteer, and this is a perfect opportunity for families with children who want to learn more about our river. After a
two-hour training led by Ohio Department of Natural Resources staff, volunteers will be requested to visit and report on their
assigned sites three times over the course of the summer and fall.

Riverfest — Mlay 31 12 to 5 PM at Genoa Park, just behind COSI

Join FLOW and other watershed groups at Central Ohio’s Riverfest for music, games, and hands-on activities for the whole family.
Details will be available this spring at www.riverfestcolumbus.org.
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