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Friends of the Lower Olentangy Watershed is a non-profit organization
dedicated to keeping the Olentangy River clean and safe for all to enjoy
through public education, volunteer activities, and coordination with local
decision makers. FLOW is registered with the IRS as a tax-exempt, nonprofit
charitable organization under Section 501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Code.
Donations are tax-deductible.
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FLOW relies heavily on volunteer participation to create positive
change in our watershed. Please contact us for information on how
you can volunteer. We have a wide variety of opportunities to fit your
schedule and match your skills and interests. To be added to the FLOW
email list, please send a request to info@olentangywatershed.org with
a subject line of “email list”.

With AmazonSmile, you can donate to FLOW at no cost to
yourself. Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible
AmazonSmile purchases to the charitable organization of
your choice. Go to https://smile.amazon.com/ and search for
Friends Of The Lower Olentangy.
Thereafter, start your
Amazon sessions at
https://smile.amazon.com.

• Plant native shrubs/perennials/trees. The soil is moist
and trees are becoming dormant. Native trees provide
the appropriate food to animals and they have a deeper,
more adapted root system compared to non-natives.
They will adapt to our environment better and reduce
water runoff and increase absorption of ground water.
• Leave small branches and twigs in a specific area to
provide habitat for native animals and insects.
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It took a while to get probono engineered bridge
designs, go through the
contracting process and get
quotes for both the fiberglass
bridge and the concrete
abutments. But everyone was
patient while we worked
through the processes!
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AmazonSmile:

• Seed and aerate your lawn – aeration loosens up the soil
and reduces the need for pesticides and herbicides, and
allows grass roots to grow deeper, while spreading the
seed better. Consider a native ground cover instead of
grass to reduce water usage and control water runoff;
they generally requires no fertilization and no watering
or mowing.

After getting approval from Columbus City School’s Alex
Trevino for the project, the FLOW board agreed to use their
grant skills to raise money for the pedestrian bridge.
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By registering your Kroger Plus card, you can help FLOW
receive a donation of 5% of qualified purchases under the
Kroger Community Rewards Program at no cost to you.
Use your registered Kroger Plus card when shopping for
each purchase to count. Go to kroger.com, select Kroger
Community Rewards, and then follow the steps to link your
card to FLOW. Our new code is AU317.

O

Kroger Plus Card

• Fall is a great time to fertilize; pick an organic fertilizer
and don’t over-fertilize. Do soil testing to find out what
your lawn actually needs. Overfertilizing is not only bad
for your lawn but for the environment as the excess
fertilizer gets washed away with the rain and gets into
our rivers and streams and in our water system.
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• Trim trees and shrubs as they become dormant.

P

• Mulch leaves with your mower to put nutrients back into
your lawn.

FLOW completed a long
range goal of restoring
approximately 1,000 feet of
Slyh Run stream corridor at
Cranbrook Elementary
School at 908 Bricker Blvd,
(Columbus, OH 43221). Work
started in 2016 and 2017 with
nine invasive bush
honeysuckle removal events,
followed by two planting
AmeriCorps Maple 3 team members efforts of native
working on drainage trenches
containerized trees and
shrubs! This work spurred the idea of creating a one tenth
acre pollinator garden on the north side of the stream to
provide a learning lab for the students. During this work
with the Neighborhood Block Watch group, led by Hogan
Berger, FLOW learned that what the neighbors really
wanted was a replacement pedestrian bridge over Slyh Run
for the one that was removed in 2014, dividing their 600
home neighborhood in two and forcing the students on
the north side to be bused to school due to lack of sidewalks
on Kenny Rd.
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FALL BACKYARD CONSERVATION TIPS

Pedestrian bridge over Slyh Run has been completed!
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Free ways to
Donate to FLOW
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Find FLOW on PointApp! Get the PointApp on your
phone to get notified of volunteer opportunities
with FLOW and other local non-profits. It’s a free
way to find projects that fit your schedule!

FALL 2021

Stream insert installed to reduce
bank erosion.

In the spring of 2021, FLOW
started working on
installation of the concrete

bridge abutments, drainage trenches and walkways to
connect to the existing concrete pathways. Thanks to our
on-site engineers Bob Geoghegan and Mike Sapp for their
thankless hours of planning, measuring, and sweat! And to
our contractors and vendors for providing all the supplies
we needed during the COVID- 19 supply chain crunch!
FLOW volunteers were very generous with their weekend
time and we could not have done this project without them.
The project was also assisted by FLOW’s AmeriCorps NCCC
Maple 3 team of 8 members who helped unload the semi
full of bridge parts, painted the sole plates, helped build the
abutment wooden forms, and dug the drainage trenches!
The culmination of the project was when All Crane Rental
lifted our 60 foot long by 6 feet wide bridge and placed it
perfectly on the abutment bolts.
Now when neighbors and students cross the bridge, they
can observe the stream inserts that FLOW installed as part
of our efforts to reduce the bank erosion caused by the
flashy stormwater runoff from all the impervious surfaces
upstream! And the students can now get safely to the
Pollinator Garden and Blue Bird Boxes on the north side.
Finally, FLOW could not have completed this pedestrian
bridge without the funding from the Columbus Foundation
Jeffrey Fund and the
Columbus Foundation
Better Together
Crowdsourcing
Campaign, the Cranbrook
PTO and neighbors,
City of Columbus CIP
grant, REI grant,
Dimensiontek, and
countless individuals
supporting
this neighborhood
connectivity
improvement !!
Bob Geoghegan and Mike McCullough
THANKS EVERYONE.
aligning bridge with the abutment bolts.

✮Spotlight on Super Stars✮
Where would we be without our invaluable volunteers and
interns? In this edition of our newsletter, we wish to spotlight
two of our Super Stars, our summer intern Shelly Douglas and
our winter intern Maggie Potter. During their time with
FLOW, they were both involved in projects that focused on
community support,
education, resources, and
engagement.
Shelly, a recent Ohio State
University graduate, created a
StoryMaps site to showcase
our projects around the
watershed. With this site,
on-line users are able to click
on a specific FLOW project
and learn more about its
location, goals, and other
details of the project. She also
Shelly Douglas
obtained feedback from past
participants in the tree giveaway program in order to improve
future outcomes for this popular event. Her other projects
included developing our Milkweed Mania advertising flyer
and assisting in planning this fundraiser which added close
to $1,500 to the FLOW coffers. Shelly also contacted
homeowners in the Fisher Run area about FLOW’s interest in a
restoration project along riparian areas. This project will begin
in the future.
Maggie Potter, a Linworth Alternative High School Walkabout
student, interned with FLOW in early 2021. During her time
with us, Maggie made graphics and wrote articles for our
Earth Month Bonanza. These articles included information on
composting, storm water, lawn care, pollution and creating
backyard habitats. Maggie also wrote an article about
invasive plants, specifically honeysuckle, garlic mustard and
tree of heaven. Additionally,
Maggie collected information
and approval for our two
monofilament recycling bins
that are now at Antrim Lake
and Northmoor Park. She also
did a lot of field work while
with FLOW.

Maggie Potter
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We are grateful for all the good
work of both Shelly and
Maggie while they interned
with FLOW. We wish them
every success in the future.

THANK YOU!

Thanks to all of FLOW’s watershed partners!
All of our Greenspace
Implementation Partners
▶ All the donors to The Columbus Foundation

Better Together Olentangy River Sweep

campaign.

▶ The Columbus Foundation Green Fund for

providing us a generous grant to support our
Greenspace Implementation project!!
▶ Seventh Son Brewing for hosting our annual
meeting in July!
▶ DEL-CO Water for generously allowing us
access to their land for greenspace
improvements.
▶ AquaDoc employees for helping us remove
invasive bush honeysuckle in multiple
locations.
▶ Paul Miller for volunteering his time and
chainsaw expertise for multiple FLOW
projects.
▶ Altar’d State for their generous donation of
money from their Mission Mondays
programming!
▶ Students from The Ohio State University for
continuing to donate time to help clean up
campus, plant trees, and remove invasive
species!
▶ Franklin County Environment Court Clerk and

court volunteers for their continued help in our

watershed.

▶ Green Columbus for providing us native trees and

shrubs and pollinator seed to restore portions of
our watershed throughout the year!
▶ Plantation Products generously donated boxes
of seed to FLOW to help green up the
watershed!
▶ REI for providing funding for planting trees at
the Ohio School for the Deaf!
▶ Accenture for providing funding and
volunteers for planting trees at the Sawmill
Wetlands!

Olentangy Collaborative Project 2021
It’s amazing what an AmeriCorps NCCC team can
accomplish! FLOW and our partners in the Olentangy
Collaborative (DEL-CO Water, USDA Forest Service North
Research Station, Preservation Parks, Ohio Department of
Natural Resources’ Divisions of Wildlife and Watercraft
(Scenic Rivers), the Methodist Theological School of Ohio’s
(MTSO) Seminary Hill Farm, and the Stratford Ecological
Center benefitted from a 9 member AmeriCorps team this
past spring. Our team (Maple 3) arrived on March 3rd and
stayed with us for 8 weeks, hosted at an MTSO dormitory.
In this short time, the team accomplished approximately
3,000 of work, equivalent to what 1.4 full time employees
could accomplish in a year and they helped the
collaborative accomplish a lot of ecological improvements.
FLOW’s goal for this project was to have the team
improve at least 50 acres of watershed identified in our
2020 Greenspace Plan, through invasive species removal
and tree planting, but the team improved 72 acres of
land! On most sites, the team acted as an invasive
species strike force, using handsaws, chainsaws,
loppers and herbicide to decimate the invasive bush
honeysuckle, callery pear and winter creeper
populations. When not removing large amounts of
invasive species, Maple 3 would replenish the lost
vegetation by planting native species like red oak, bur
oak, Kentucky Coffee, shagbark hickory, spicebush and
others. On Preservation Park land, Maple 3 used a tractor
tree planter and dibble bars, to plant hundred and
sometimes thousands of trees in a day. The team also
helped remove trash from local parks and riverbanks.
While doing all this work, the team also helped maintain
all of the equipment, keeping it in prime condition for
their work.

EVERYTHING IS CONNECTED
Thanks to a very generous gift from one of our
supporters, Search&Destroy Media spent a cold, rainy
weekend in February recording the story of FLOW and
the importance of the watershed to local residents.
The shoot featured canoeing, kayaking, tree planting,
invasives removal, joggers, walkers, bikers, and the
mechanics of a watershed (storm drains, culverts,
downspouts, rain barrels, and more). Thanks to Laura
Fay for organizing, AquaDoc employees for volunteering,
and participants George Anderson, Danielle Johnson,
Jim Palus, Gregg Peace, Kevin Milsted, Cory Richmond,
Kelly Theil, Mike Sapp, Sonya Afanasyeva, Monica
Backs, George Williams and Sara and Michael
Gallagher. You all are FLOW stars!
Special thanks to the bald eagle who flew over a just
the right moment during an interview with watershed
fans Kelly and Mike! The video is featured on FLOW’s
home page at flowohio.org.

FLOW BY THE NUMBERS

While COVID-19 has retained some boundaries on what we have
been able to accomplish in the watershed this past year, we have
continued to remain as productive.
Here are the number of events we have been able to hold this
year since the start of the year:

13

Pollinator/Native
plant plantings and/
or maintenance

35

Honeysuckle/Invasive
Plant Removals

▶ Those who donate to FLOW through Kroger’s

Community Rewards and Amazon Smile
programs. These give FLOW a percentage of eligible
purchases at no cost to the shopper. Please see
directions on the FLOW website for how to donate.
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▶ The many volunteers who come to workdays

and otherwise stand up for a clean environment in
the Olentangy Watershed.

Litter Cleanups

The team after a hard-working morning creating a path through
Islandview Woods, followed by invasive honeysuckle removal.

21

Tree Plantings

Please check out our event calendar on our website for more
events coming up in November and December.
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Friends of the Lower Olentangy Watershed is a non-profit organization
dedicated to keeping the Olentangy River clean and safe for all to enjoy
through public education, volunteer activities, and coordination with local
decision makers. FLOW is registered with the IRS as a tax-exempt, nonprofit
charitable organization under Section 501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Code.
Donations are tax-deductible.
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FLOW relies heavily on volunteer participation to create positive
change in our watershed. Please contact us for information on how
you can volunteer. We have a wide variety of opportunities to fit your
schedule and match your skills and interests. To be added to the FLOW
email list, please send a request to info@olentangywatershed.org with
a subject line of “email list”.

With AmazonSmile, you can donate to FLOW at no cost to
yourself. Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible
AmazonSmile purchases to the charitable organization of
your choice. Go to https://smile.amazon.com/ and search for
Friends Of The Lower Olentangy.
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Amazon sessions at
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• Plant native shrubs/perennials/trees. The soil is moist
and trees are becoming dormant. Native trees provide
the appropriate food to animals and they have a deeper,
more adapted root system compared to non-natives.
They will adapt to our environment better and reduce
water runoff and increase absorption of ground water.
• Leave small branches and twigs in a specific area to
provide habitat for native animals and insects.
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It took a while to get probono engineered bridge
designs, go through the
contracting process and get
quotes for both the fiberglass
bridge and the concrete
abutments. But everyone was
patient while we worked
through the processes!
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AmazonSmile:

• Seed and aerate your lawn – aeration loosens up the soil
and reduces the need for pesticides and herbicides, and
allows grass roots to grow deeper, while spreading the
seed better. Consider a native ground cover instead of
grass to reduce water usage and control water runoff;
they generally requires no fertilization and no watering
or mowing.

After getting approval from Columbus City School’s Alex
Trevino for the project, the FLOW board agreed to use their
grant skills to raise money for the pedestrian bridge.
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By registering your Kroger Plus card, you can help FLOW
receive a donation of 5% of qualified purchases under the
Kroger Community Rewards Program at no cost to you.
Use your registered Kroger Plus card when shopping for
each purchase to count. Go to kroger.com, select Kroger
Community Rewards, and then follow the steps to link your
card to FLOW. Our new code is AU317.
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Kroger Plus Card

• Fall is a great time to fertilize; pick an organic fertilizer
and don’t over-fertilize. Do soil testing to find out what
your lawn actually needs. Overfertilizing is not only bad
for your lawn but for the environment as the excess
fertilizer gets washed away with the rain and gets into
our rivers and streams and in our water system.
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• Trim trees and shrubs as they become dormant.
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• Mulch leaves with your mower to put nutrients back into
your lawn.
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range goal of restoring
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Slyh Run stream corridor at
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School at 908 Bricker Blvd,
(Columbus, OH 43221). Work
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nine invasive bush
honeysuckle removal events,
followed by two planting
AmeriCorps Maple 3 team members efforts of native
working on drainage trenches
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shrubs! This work spurred the idea of creating a one tenth
acre pollinator garden on the north side of the stream to
provide a learning lab for the students. During this work
with the Neighborhood Block Watch group, led by Hogan
Berger, FLOW learned that what the neighbors really
wanted was a replacement pedestrian bridge over Slyh Run
for the one that was removed in 2014, dividing their 600
home neighborhood in two and forcing the students on
the north side to be bused to school due to lack of sidewalks
on Kenny Rd.
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Find FLOW on PointApp! Get the PointApp on your
phone to get notified of volunteer opportunities
with FLOW and other local non-profits. It’s a free
way to find projects that fit your schedule!

FALL 2021

Stream insert installed to reduce
bank erosion.

In the spring of 2021, FLOW
started working on
installation of the concrete

bridge abutments, drainage trenches and walkways to
connect to the existing concrete pathways. Thanks to our
on-site engineers Bob Geoghegan and Mike Sapp for their
thankless hours of planning, measuring, and sweat! And to
our contractors and vendors for providing all the supplies
we needed during the COVID- 19 supply chain crunch!
FLOW volunteers were very generous with their weekend
time and we could not have done this project without them.
The project was also assisted by FLOW’s AmeriCorps NCCC
Maple 3 team of 8 members who helped unload the semi
full of bridge parts, painted the sole plates, helped build the
abutment wooden forms, and dug the drainage trenches!
The culmination of the project was when All Crane Rental
lifted our 60 foot long by 6 feet wide bridge and placed it
perfectly on the abutment bolts.
Now when neighbors and students cross the bridge, they
can observe the stream inserts that FLOW installed as part
of our efforts to reduce the bank erosion caused by the
flashy stormwater runoff from all the impervious surfaces
upstream! And the students can now get safely to the
Pollinator Garden and Blue Bird Boxes on the north side.
Finally, FLOW could not have completed this pedestrian
bridge without the funding from the Columbus Foundation
Jeffrey Fund and the
Columbus Foundation
Better Together
Crowdsourcing
Campaign, the Cranbrook
PTO and neighbors,
City of Columbus CIP
grant, REI grant,
Dimensiontek, and
countless individuals
supporting
this neighborhood
connectivity
improvement !!
Bob Geoghegan and Mike McCullough
THANKS EVERYONE.
aligning bridge with the abutment bolts.

