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Information FLOW is published by the Friends of the Lower 
Olentangy Watershed, an environmental and educational 
citizens group dedicated to increasing the public awareness of 
the extensive recreation, cultural, historic, and environmental 
resources of the Lower Olentangy Watershed. FLOW is 
registered with the IRS as a tax-exempt, nonprofit charitable 
organization under Section 501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue 
Code. Donations are tax-deductible.

Explore. Discover. Understand.

3528 N. High St., Suite F
Columbus, OH 43214

YES!  I want to support FLOW 
for cleaner water!

Choose a 
membership:
(  ) Individual
(  ) Family
(  ) Supporting
(  ) River Steward
(  ) Business Basic
(  ) Bronze
(  ) Silver
(  ) Gold
(  ) Sustaining

$25
$40
$50

$100
$175
$200
$300
$500

$1,000

Fill in the following:
(  ) New Member
(  ) Renewal
(  ) Gift

Name(s):

Organization/Business:

Address:

City:

State:

Zip:

Phone:

Email:

By providing your email, 
you will save resources 
and stay up-to-date on 
news and events.

(  )  Please check here if  
you would like more 
 information about 
 volunteering with FLOW.

Return this form to:
FLOW
3528 N. High St., Suite F
Columbus, OH 43214

Or give securely online at: 
www.olentangywatershed.org

Give to FLOW through regular payroll deductions under  
Earth Share of Ohio’s workplace giving campaign  
available at numerous private companies, state and municipal  
government agencies,  
and Combined  
Federal Campaigns.

If your employer does not  
participate in Earth Share,  
you can give to FLOW  
through alternate workplace  
giving campaigns – just ask your  
employer for a donor-option pledge form! Your employer may 
even provide a match – which doubles your contribution amount!  

For more information about workplace giving, contact the  
FLOW office.

Friends of the 
Lower Olentangy 
Watershed:

A member of

                 WINtER 2007
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Update on Rush Run Riparian Restoration 
Project at Park Blvd. Park

Above:  Worthington Parks and Recreation employees install new informational 
sign at Park Blvd. Park.

Right:   Cardinal flowers bloom in the newly planted area beside Rush Run.

Written by Marty Kotter, Project Coordinator

In the spring of 2007, the FLOW and Worthington Department Parks and Recreation began to restore 
native vegetation to 400 ft. of streamside habitat along Rush Run in Park Blvd. Park in Worthington 
(Hartford and Park Blvd). Volunteers contributed over 400 hours to clear the stream banks of honeysuckle 
and to plant native trees, shrubs, ferns and wildflowers. It was necessary for volunteers, FLOW, and 
Worthington Park employees to continue watering throughout the summer because of the prolonged high 
temperatures and rainless periods. Blooming cardinal flowers and blue lobelia in late August rewarded our 
efforts. See our website for more details, plant lists, and photos.

An educational sign was placed on site November 2, describing the work accomplished at Park Blvd. Park. 
Although our  funding is ending in December, FLOW is committed to participate in the upkeep of this 
section of Rush Run in the future. Watch for future workdays in spring 2008 at Park Blvd. Park in the FLOW 
Calendar of Events.  

This project was funded by a grant from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation. Many thanks to all the 
volunteers, Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District, City of Worthington, Boy Scout Troop 365,  
Ellie Nowels of Centipede Graphics, Joanne Leussing of Friends of Rush Run, David White of FLOW and 
Jason Cervenec with his advanced biology classes at Thomas Worthington High School to name a few of 
the important contributors that made this project possible.
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Writing the Olentangy
On October 14, twelve community members 
participated in “Writing the Olentangy”, a creative 
exploration of the Olentangy River between First and 
Fifth Avenues in Columbus. That area of the river, 
more than any other, has suffered severe human 
impacts, including dams, urban runoff, combined 
sewer overflows, invasive plants, and litter. At the 
same time, because of its proximity to OSU and 
location along the bike path, thousands of people 
visit the area each year. In spite of the urban setting, 
visitors can experience the sycamore and 
cottonwood trees that grace the banks and the 
herons that feed in the water below the dam. 

The purpose of the workshop was to become 
familiar with that section of the river as it is now, and 
to develop a vision for how it could be with removal 
of the Fifth Avenue Dam, better management of 
runoff, invasive plant removal, regular litter clean-up, 
and outreach to the homeless people who live along 
the stream corridor.

Nelson Strong, a naturalist from the Ohio Department 
of Natural Resources, led an interpretive walk that 
served as the core of the workshop. Heather Dean, 
watershed coordinator for FLOW, also shared 
information about the Fifth Avenue Dam removal 
project. Interspersed with Nelson and Heather’s 
talks, local poets Connie Everett and Terry Hermsen 
led writing exercises designed to elicit deeper 
observation and a connection to the river. At the end 
of the workshop, participants shared their writings. Some of 
their poems will be included on interpretive signs that 
will be placed along the river over the next few years.

“Writing the Olentangy” is part of FLOW’s larger 
education program about the Fifth Avenue Dam and 
the role that the Olentangy plays in our communities 
and in our lives. Look for more workshops in the spring!
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FLOW Annual Meeting and Presentation on the Columbus Water trail
Nov. 29 from 6:30 to 9 PM in Room 100 of the Northwood High Building at 2231 N. High St. in Columbus.

Join us for a fun evening that will include:

• An update on the newly-designated Columbus Water Trail
• Light refreshments
• A slide show of FLOW activities in 2007
• A business meeting to elect new board members and review our financial statement

The program is open to the public, and admission is free of charge, though donations to support FLOW’s  
work are appreciated. Only current members may participate in the election of board members. If your 
membership is not current, you may renew it at the door.

Winter Watershed Walk: Rush Run Park
Dec. 1 at 1 PM. Call for meeting location.

Winter is a great time to explore one of the watershed’s best kept secrets. We’ll follow Rush Run through the 
park, to the point where it flows into the Olentangy. Optional hot chocolate at a local restaurant afterwards.

Ravines of the Olentangy
January 23 from 7:30 to 9 PM in Room 100 of the Northwood High Building at 2231 N. High St. in Columbus.

Join us for a panel presentation on the history and ecology of the ravines of the Olentangy and current efforts 
to protect and restore them. This event is co-sponsored by Friends of the Ravines, the Adena Brook 
Community, Friends of Rush Run, and Preservation Parks of Delaware County. 

Vernal Pool Study at Stratford Ecological Center
March 28 starting one hour after sunset (about 8 PM) at 303 Liberty Rd, Delaware, Ohio 43015.  
Please call or e-mail so we’ll know how many to expect.   

A vernal pool is a temporary body of water that supplies breeding and feeding grounds for creatures like 
salamanders and frogs that could not survive in open water. You can volunteer to be a participant in  
Stratford Ecological Center’s vernal pool monitoring, which is part of a statewide program. Each month 
volunteers listen to a recording of frog calls before venturing out. Flashlights in hand, we’ll hike to the  
edge of the swamp. Then, lightless, we’ll listen quietly for mating calls. Some months the sound is  
intense; other months we hear only distant calls. Then the salamander hunt begins! What an exciting 
adventure, searching the dark swamp, flashlights in hand, for any signs of movement! Bring the whole  
family on this late-night adventure! Be sure to bring flashlights and wear rubber boots or shoes that you  
don’t mind getting wet. Free and open to the public.

Thank you donors!
FLOW would like to extend our thanks to all of our donors, and particularly to our business members,  
whose generous cash and in-kind contributions help to make our work possible.
 
Fairfax Properties
North Star Café
Outdoor Source
Watershed Organic Lawn Care

FLOW Calendar of Events, Meetings, and
Volunteer Opportunities: Winter 2007/08
               All times and dates are subject to change. Please confirm time, date, and location by calling our  

office at 614-267-3386 or on our website at www.olentangywatershed.org

Bear Rock Café
Del-Co Water Company
Wild Birds Unlimited
Wesley Glen Retirement Community
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Nestled in Roots: Sunday on the Olentangy
        for the Friends of the Lower Olentangy Watershed 
 
Severed grapevine before me.
Strand of a fishing line.
Red pants of the fisherman who sits on a bucket
in the middle of the Olentangy
just down from the Fifth Avenue Dam.
 
Kingfisher ratatats
his staccato against the largo of the seamless highway.
 
The fisherman smokes while he reels in a carp (I’m guessing)
one handed, drops it in a bucket. Casts out again.
 
Rilke said of Paris: “I would have thought one came to die here.”
The mesh of people on the streets
unsuited to the melodies of his mind.
 
I would have thought the same thing of this river,
which must be a little cold
even at the middle of this burning October;
 
which must seep with our oil,
our trash from August’s revolving fair.
 
The tangle of unused lines and bobbers.
 
Bricks line the river’s sides
pressed in with the rounded glacial sediment –
no separation –
 
footsteps break the dry gathering leaves
which wait at the river’s edge
 
for washing to their journeys,
their own sweet oblivion in the sea.
 
Roots break into rocks
as one day splits open a year –
as a love splinters into its own version
 
of the thousand days.
 
As one small worm
is cradled
in a notch of the dry riparian maple
 
ready as it is for any 20-foot rise
or lowering of the bank
to invade like a stranger

its stranded,
moss-worn and splintered
clawing and loving roots.

                            -Terry Hermsen

Camp Mary Orton
Clintonville Academy
MORPC Greenways
 


