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Planting and 
Taking Care of a Tree

Plant your shady friend in a place where you 
will get its shade during the hot afternoons. 

1.  Call the Ohio Utility Protection Service 
(OUPS) at 811 to have them mark your 
underground utilities.

2.  Dig a hole the same depth as the root ball 
and twice as wide. 

3.  Set the tree in the hole and remove burlap, 
wire, or twine. Straighten it.

4.  Fill around it with the original soil, watering 
periodically, until that the top of the root 
ball is even with the ground or slightly 
above it.

5.  Sprinkle a slow-release complete fertilizer 
on the soil according to the package 
directions.

6.  Put 2-3” of mulch around it but avoid 
touching the trunk with mulch.

7.  Trickle water on it slowly and repeat once 
or twice a week unless it has rained.
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This homeowner has made good use of 
trees to add beauty, value and comfort. 
Trees in front provide partial shade, and 
trees visible over the roof provide visual 
appeal and shade part of the backyard. As 
a contrast, try to imagine it with no shade 
and the trees removed.

Why Plant a Tree?
Canopy trees – the tall leafy ones overhead – 
provide shade and beauty. They are good for your 
sense of peace and well-being, they reduce 
cooling costs and increase your property’s value 
up to 25%, and they even reduce crime.
To calculate the financial value of a tree, go to 
http://treebenefits.com/calculator/.

Deciding on a Species of Tree
After choosing a location for your tree, you can 
visit or call a local nursery, where you can get 
suggestions for the best species for you. The 
nursery will want to know the size of the area, 
how far from the foundation and other 
structures, whether the area is shaded or sunny, 
and whether it is wet or dry. A photo or diagram 
of the area will help. They will want to know what 
characteristics you like in a tree. How tall and 
wide? Is it OK if it drops nuts,  twigs or other 
items? Dense or filtered shade? 

Expert help is available to select a tree for your 
location, including the City of Columbus  
Division of Forestry (614-645-3350) or at   
https://www.columbus.gov/branch-out/. 

You can see adult trees at Chadwick Arboretum, 
Dawes Arboretum, and Lower Olentangy Urban 
Arboretum, and in many older neighborhoods  
in Columbus.

Paying for a Tree
If you live in the city of Columbus, you can 
request a free tree for your tree lawn through the 
city of Columbus’s 311 request system.  
They will install the tree for you in the area 
between the sidewalk and the street. See 
https://311.columbus.gov/ or call 614-645-3111. 
There is a backlog of requests, so you might want 
to ask for a timeframe. 

If you buy a native species of tree, save the 
receipt. You may qualify for a $50 rebate through 
Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District’s 
Community Backyards Conservation Program. 
See http://www.greenspotbackyards.org/, or call 
(614) 486-9613, ext. 111 for details. A limited 
number of free trees are available for yards in the 
Weinland area and the Linden area that is in the 
Olentangy watershed. Contact Friends of the 
Lower Olentangy at info@olentangywatershed.org 
or by calling 614- 267-3386 to verify that you  
are eligible.

This young honey 
locust tree will 
provide filtered 
shade over the 
backyard patio while 
allowing light to 
enter the windows.

Beautify your yard  
with shade

A very young 
beech tree will 
someday be a 

shady canopy and 
a tall backdrop 

behind the house.

Large
(ex. Maple)

Medium
(ex. Birch)

Small
(ex. Hornbeam)

Flowering
(ex. Crabapple)

A TREE FOR EVERY SPACE

Visit https://www.columbus.gov/branch-out/ for a list of trees 
listed by size and shape to help you pick the right tree for your lot


